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Following Directions

Objectives: Identify and understand instructions and / or 
directions. Follow directions looking at picture clues.
GSE: Can understand short simple instructions if supported by 
pictures.

  Activation of Knowledge

Draw a treasure chest on the board. Mime looking for something. 
Encourage students to use previous knowledge to think of a 
treasure hunt (even though they will say it in their own language). 
Once everyone has understood the concept, present the phrase 
Treasure Hunt.

  Development

  Read It Right!

Activate Vocabulary Draw students’ attention to the two 
words in bold (go, run) and encourage them to use mimicry to 
show what they mean. (They may check their de� nitions in the 
Glossary at the end of their books.) Additionally, explain what 
clue means.

1 Read about a treasure hunt.  1
Read the � rst part of the story aloud, while the students follow the 
words in their books. Point to the picture. Ask them what the � rst 
clue is (an apple tree). Read the direction: Go to the apple tree. 
The students mime running to the apple tree. Then, they practice 
reading the text aloud.

2 Play Thumbs Up / Thumbs Down. Then circle Yes or No.
Write Yes and No on the board. Have a volunteer read the � rst 
statement aloud. Encourage students to look at the illustrations 
to help them with the answer. When they say “yes,” check Yes on 
the board. Have them circle the word in their books. Ask different 
volunteers to read the other statements aloud, giving time for 
them to circle the correct answer. Check orally.

We suggest using Engaging Activity 2: Thumbs Up / Thumbs 
Down because it provides a quick way to gauge if students 
understand a story or to test them on different reading skills. See 
pages 86-87.

  By Yourself

Activate Vocabulary Use body language to present the 
words in bold (turn, walk). Then, have students stand up and give 
them instructions (more quickly every time) so they have fun and 
relax a bit. Say: Walk 2 steps. Turn right! Walk 2 steps. Turn left!
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  Comprehension Skills Practice

6 Work in pairs. Read the directions and draw the route.
Ask students to look at the map in their books before starting 
the activity. Ask them what they can see in it. Then, have 
different volunteers read the directions, one at a time. After each 
direction, there should be a pause so that students can trace 
the direction to be followed with their � nger. When the whole 
route has been covered like this, allow students time to read the 
directions again and mark the route in their books with a pencil. 
You may use the Differentiated Instruction strategy after working 
on this activity.

  Word Power

7  Match each word to its meaning. Write the letters on 
the lines.

Invite volunteers to mime the words. Then, ask students to perform 
the task to reinforce the vocabulary words they have learned. 
Check orally.

  Connecting Ideas

Have students look back at the whole “Treasure Hunt” story to 
work on this activity. When the route has been drawn, ask them 
to work in pairs to retell the story using their maps.

Differentiated Instruction To foster bodily-kinesthetic 
learners, ask students to follow simple instructions, such as: Stand 
up! Sit down! Open your book! It will be also useful to support 
students’ abilities to follow commands in the classroom.

  Amazing Info

Treasure hunts are games played specially at children’s parties. 
However, a common game played at Easter is the egg hunt, 
where players search for concealed chocolate eggs. Ask students 
if they know of any other treasure hunts people play.

  Final Re� ection

Before the class begins, hide a bag of lollypops or any other 
“treasure” in the classroom. Tell students you have hidden a 
treasure in the classroom. Give students several oral directions to 
follow until they � nd the “treasure.”

3 Read the rest of the story.  1
First, read the information in the Reader’s Coach box. Ask students 
what could help them follow directions (the pictures). Ask them to 
look at the picture in Activity 3 and say where the children have to 
go next. Read the rest of the story as before, making sure to stress 
the vocabulary words in bold (turn, walk). Have some volunteers 
look at the illustrations again and retell the story.

  Comprehension Check

4  Write the appropriate word under each picture: First, 
Then, Next, Finally.

Have students look at the picture clues and say what they are. 
Then, give students time to write the words under the correct 
picture in the right order. Check by asking: What’s the � rst clue? 
What’s the next clue?

5 Complete the directions using words from the box.
Tell students to go back to reread the two parts of the story to 
complete the sentences. While they are writing the missing words 
in their books, copy the sentences on the board without the 
words. Check by having the students read the complete sentences 
aloud from their books. 

Cue Card
1
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Using Details

Objective: Students identify details describing different animals.
GSE: Can understand the relationship between words from the 
same vocabulary set.

  Activation of Knowledge

Bring the picture of an unusual animal, like a praying mantis or an 
axolotl. Have students form groups of three and ask them to look 
at the picture and describe the animal. Encourage them to use a 
dictionary if necessary.

  Development

  Read It Right!

Activate Vocabulary Guide students to identify strategies 
to differentiate one animal from another, such as recognizing 
descriptive adjectives and using illustrations. Use mimic or pictures 
to teach the words in bold: little, short, bit, long. For example, 
draw the picture of a rabbit on the board. Ask what it is. Read the 
title of the story. Show to the children what long means with your 
hands and by pointing at the ears of the picture of the rabbit on 
the board.

1  Read the beginning of the story. Underline the words 
that give details about the animals.  2

Read the � rst sentence. Have students look at the picture of the 
rabbit in the book and say how it is different from the rabbits they 
know. Half erase the ears of the rabbit on the board. Read the 
� rst paragraph aloud. Tell students to point at each animal as it 
comes up in the story. Have them mime big, little, short, and long. 
Stand up and pretend to be a wolf with a long tail. Give them 
time to underline the describing words. Encourage students to 
practice reading the story aloud. Finally, get students to tell the 
story so far.

2 Give details of the animals in the text.
Ask about the � rst rabbit’s ears. When students say short,
write the word on the board. Then, ask about the other animals, 
writing the descriptive adjective on the board. Then, have students 
read the sentences and complete them with the missing words. 
Check orally.

  By Yourself

Activate Vocabulary Mime if you need to help students 
understand words like bored, sun, shine, and sad.
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  Comprehension Skills Practice

5 Work in groups of four and act out the story.
Make groups of four students. Assign each an animal and have 
them reread the story. Then ask them to practice the story (give 
them a few minutes) and have different groups come to the front 
and act out the story.

  Word Power

6  Look at the pictures. Complete the table with the 
animals’ characteristics.

Ask students what animals they can see. Have them write the 
names. Then, ask students to mime the meaning of the words 
in the left column. Ask them to write, under each animal, the 
characteristics of that part. Monitor while the students are 
working. To check, have them write on the board the answers.

  Connecting Ideas

Ask students to think what their favorite animal is and to write 
some sentences describing their animal. Then, have them work 
in pairs. Ask them to read to each other the sentences and have 
students guess what animal their partner is referring to.

Differentiated Instruction Naturalist children would like 
the story, particularly because they may like the animals. Ask 
these students to share their favorite animals and to describe 
them.

  Amazing Info

In some cultures, the foot of a rabbit, a four-leaf clover, or a 
horseshoe are carried as an amulet believed to bring good luck.

  Final Re� ection

Play Musical Animals. When the music stops, call out an animal’s 
name; e.g. monkey. Have students mime the animal. Ask different 
students to say something about the animal; e.g. Monkeys have 
long tails. The student that gives the correct information says 
which animal the others have to mime.

3 Look at the pictures and read the rest of the story.  2
Ask students to read the advice in the Reader’s Coach box. Ask 
them what they should do � rst before reading the rest of the story. 
(Look at the pictures and talk about them.) Tell students to read 
about Rabbit and Squirrel. Ask why Squirrel is sad. Ask where he 
hides. Continue in the same way with the other two sections of 
the story. Finally, ask why rabbits now have very long ears. Have 
students retell you the story.

  Comprehension Check

4  Circle Yes or No.
Have students close their books. Read the sentences and the 
children call out Yes or No as appropriate. This will give them 
con� dence to complete the activity when they open their books. 
Check orally.

Use Engaging Activity 2: Thumbs Up / Thumbs Down. This 
activity provides a quick way to gauge if students understand a 
story or to test them on different reading skills. See pages 86-87.

Cue Card
2
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